Free and open source software

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

 Free and open source software, also F/OSS, FOSS, or FLOSS (for Free/Libre/Open Source Software) is software which is liberally licensed to grant the right of users to study, change, and improve its design through the availability of its source code. This approach has gained both momentum and acceptance as the potential benefits have been increasingly recognized by both individuals and corporate players.

'F/OSS' is an inclusive term generally synonymous with both free software and open source software which describe similar development models, but with differing cultures and philosophies. 'Free software' focuses on the philosophical freedoms it gives to users and 'open source' focuses on the perceived strengths of its peer-to-peer development model. Many people relate to both aspects and so 'F/OSS' is a term that can be used without particular bias towards either camp.

Free software licenses and Open-source licenses are used by many software packages. The licenses have important differences, which mirror the differences in the ways the two kinds of software can be used and distributed and reflect differences in the philosophy behind the two.

From http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_software_/_open_source_software_community
Free software

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_software 

License References

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_software#Permissive_and_copyleft_licenses 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/GNU_General_Public_License

Open source software

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open-source_software 

Open Source Initiative  (reference)

http://www.opensource.org/ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_Source_Initiative 

The Open Source Software Institute (OSSI) is a non-profit (501 c 6) organization comprised of corporate, government, academic and Open Source Community representatives whose mission is to promote the development and implementation of open-source software solutions within U.S. federal, state and municipal government agencies and academic entities. 

http://www.oss-institute.org/ 

Open Standards

http://www.w3.org/Consortium/ 

the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C)



http://www.osalt.com/ 

Find open source software alternatives to well-known commercial software

http://www.w3.org/Status 

The natural complement to W3C specifications is running code. Implementation and testing is an essential part of specification development and releasing the code promotes exchange of ideas in the developer community.

Example: OpenOffice/StarOffice

Open Office  (main website)

http://OpenOffice.org/ 


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OpenOffice.org
ref

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OpenOffice.org#StarOffice 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/StarOffice 

Linux-  See PPT presentation.

