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Note: As last year, this survey is intended for users of Microsoft Windows personal computers. It does not address 

the question of Anti-Virus protection for Apple computers. (But for starters, I would refer you to 

www.consumersearch.com for an article on Anti-Virus software for Apple Mac computers) 

This Adobe Acrobat file consists of charts of Anti-virus test results from magazines and independent test laboratories. 

An index and guide for these display slides is given in the accompanying file “Antivirus_Survey_2012.doc” 

 

Here is an explanation of the Column Headings Consumer Reports uses in the next slide, for its test results: 

Net threats:  How well the product protected against live exploits on websites. 

Ease of Use:  Covers installation, changing settings, and interacting with the software. 

Resources:  Use of memory and tendency to slow the computer operation during a scan. 

Virus Scan:  Effectiveness scanning the PC for malware, both online and offline. 

Scan Speed:  How fast the product can scan a large group of files for threads  (i.e. demand scan) 

Updating:  How quickly the product is able to protect against new malware. 

Performance (firewall):  How well the software stopped rogue connections to and from the Internet. 

Overall score:  Important attributes that might affect your buying decision.   

Informative Help: clear, useful instructions on a particular setting or activity in the software. 
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Summing up [free] antivirus-software resource use, for six free anti-virus programs tested: 
(written by Fred Langa; posted on  www.windowssecrets.com/topstory/, February 16, 2012) 
 
“A reader’s complaint about Microsoft Security Essentials (MSE) spurred head-to-head comparison tests of 
AV-software resource usage.  I put six popular, free antivirus tools through their paces and measured their impact 
on startup and shutdown times, disk space, and RAM use.  They are: Microsoft Security Essentials, AVG Anti-Virus 
Free, Comodo Antivirus, Avast Free Antivirus,  Avira Free Antivirus, and ClamWin Free Antivirus. 
 
The immediate conclusion — at least in these controlled-environment tests — is that MSE is not the “resource pig” 
some PC users think it is. In fact, it offers respectable, near-best numbers in every category. Whatever was going on 
with Bill’s system is not likely to be intrinsic to MSE. 
 
Here are all the results, for easy side-by-side comparison. The best results are shown in green, the worst in red. 

 
 Note that for RAM and Disk footprint, Microsoft 
Security Essentials is taken as the baseline, and 
the other product’s numbers are + or -  relative to 
MSE. 

 
If there’s one app that consumes more PC resources than its competitors, it’s Avira — with the heaviest RAM use and significantly 
slower startup time. 
 
ClamWin is a pleasant surprise; it performed well in every category and earned two “best of breeds.” However, I’m reluctant to 
recommend it because it’s a relatively new product, is used by a relatively small number of people, and is still in 
Version 0.9x release as of this writing. 
 
The bottom line: My conclusions — and yours  
 
For me — for now — nothing in these numbers would alter my recommendation — and personal use — of Microsoft 
Security Essentials. It’s free, it’s in widespread use, and it has proven itself in the real world. And on most systems, it 
has little effect on system resources.  That said, no software is ideally suited for every configuration.  If one anti-
malware tool doesn’t work well on your specific setup, then it makes perfect sense to try some other AV app. You 
have lots of options. 
 
I hope the performance numbers I’ve reported may help steer you to the tool that offers what you seek — faster boot 
and shutdown, lower RAM use, and smaller footprint.” 
 
About the author:  Fred Langa is a senior editor of the Windows Secrets Newsletter. He was formerly editor of Byte Magazine 
(1987-91), and editorial director of CMP Media (1991 to 1997), overseeing Windows Magazine and others.  He was editor of the 
LangaList e-mail newsletter from its origin in 1997 until its merger with Windows Secrets on November 16, 2006.   
 

http://www.windowssecrets.com/topstory/
http://windowssecrets.com/links/$P20d/9f7e43h/?url=fredlanga.blogspot.com%2F
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